there are long desert stretches where we shall
have to plough through deep sand. He recom-
mends that we abandon our car and buy a
string of camels.

This general, incidentally, has the reputation
of being a modern Solomon. Many of the
officers on his staff in the Khyber are married,
and most of their wives live at Dean's Hotel,
in Peshawar. Tired of being left alone, the
wives, after holding a council of war, once sent
a petition to the general, begging him to allow
them to share their husband's hardships. Now
women have never been allowed in the Khyber,
and of course they all knew that what they asked
was strictly against army orders. But the general
was a keea student of the ways of womankind.
He understood that if he refused them point-
blank, they might make the rest of his years of
service on the frontier a life of misery. So he
invited them to come to Landi Kotal and try
it for a while. They came. But at the end of
three days they all packed up and went right
back to Peshawar. Anyone who has seen the
Khyber will understand why. There is nothing
there but walls of rock. It Is worse even than
the shores of the Dead Sea or the very bottom
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